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This study postulates that escalation of clan feuds pertaining to group competition over the
access to ancestral land and natural resources provide the opportunity for Muslim rebellions and
government forces to intervene the communal violence. As violence in the community burgeon,
inter-clan disputes are interchanged into insurgency conflict because various modes of assistance?
financial, human resource/private armies, and weaponry- from its ally groups provide opportunity for
clan-feudings to escalate into a full-fledged civil war.
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The study examines the role of natural resources on conflict dynamics, and how clan conflict
dynamics contribute to the onset of insurgency violence by taking into account the ancestral land
ownership and natural resource ownership as an intervening factor of the micro-meso violence
mechanism in Mindanao. The study begins by mapping the geographical location of inter-clan and
insurgency conflicts, Muslim ancestral domain, and the location of natural resources (metallic and
non-metallic minerals) using GIS, which helps to examine the role of geography and space in the
conflict literature. This mapping tool helps unravel the micro-foundations of the Mindanao conflict,
and sheds light on the rationale behind the actors’ engagement to conflict from a geo-political
analysis providing further implications on how ?and not just where- actors engage in political violence.
The study concludes that communal cleavages pertaining to political rivalry between families and land
ownership spillover to large-scale conflict by harnessing the social-capital of the clan and kinship
family groups living in proximity.
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